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September is here. Temps are starting to cool down considerably…….IN GERMANY!!!!!  It is still far too hot here!!!!  Thank God the Bandits have adjusted to the inhospitable temperatures.  All soldiers continue to work hard at our mission of supporting Task Force Baghdad.  

VTC:  The VTC for the 31st went well.  It is not perfect, but does provide a live video forum to communicate with loved ones.  All of the soldiers who participated were happy to have been able to see family!!!  The BIAP VTC is scheduled for September 10th.  

QOL:  Quality of Life (QOL) is very good at FLB Dogwood.  I had my most frightening experience in Iraq while getting a haircut recently.  The barber massages your head at the end and they attempt to snap your neck from side to side.  I had to jump and tell them “NO…….Thanks.”  The PX is stocked with plenty of Near Beer (Bitburger) so soldiers are stocking up for their coolers.  Care packages and sundry packages from the states and Germany are still overwhelming the soldiers; but keep it coming…..  Books and magazines help soldiers spend time catching up on the world outside of our little universe of Iraq.  We are working on an internet café for the battalion and hope to see it ASAP.  

Operations at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP):  The company will be consolidating onto BIAP in the next 60 days.  It will be a deiberate move and the battalion commander will not allow us to lose ground with regard to our present living conditions.  They will remain at the same level from the move and we should see marked improvements while at BIAP.  BIAP continues to be the focus of operations.  The most important mission continues to occur at BIAP.  We continue to amass a great deal of mileage on our trucks ensuring the 37,000 soldiers of our division our supported, logistically.  

I will be passing the B Company guidon to CPT Steve Dowgielewicz on 10 SEP 03 before moving on to my next assignment in the states.  I wanted to take the time to say thanks to a few folks who have assisted the company greatly.  Lynn Noland and Sharon Wagner have been two dedicated leaders in the Dexheim community, sponsoring events and taking care of soldiers and families.  Mrs Wagner was the FRG leader from                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 August 2001 through February 2003.  Mrs Noland took over as the FRG in February after a short right seat ride. Both have contributed immeasurably to the company and battalion.  I thank you both for the support that you have provided to the soldiers and families of B Company!!!

As I leave, the Bandits will be forever in my heart for I have seen the fire that is inside these fine soldiers.  They display dedication, determination and desire to be the  best and are proving themselves daily. Every E-4 and below needs to understand the incredible job they have done over that past 4 months and walk with pride knowing that what they do everyday effects all personnel of the division.  Nothing Happens Until Something Moves….. I would like to point out some NCOs that have performed exceptionally well as squad leaders.  SGT Capehart, SSG Diaz, SSG Thrutchley, SGT Krause, SSG Lloyd, SSG (P) Beaton, SSG Miller and SSG Watschinger have set high standards as squad leaders.  Keep up the good work.  The company headquarters element, operations team and maintenance platoon are exceptional parts of this company.  Thanks to SPC Landers for outstanding commitment and dedication to supporting the soldiers of the company.  Thanks to SSG Wagner and the operations team for tracking and deconflicting missions and executing exceptional support!  Lastly thanks to all the Platoon Sergeants, Platoon Leaders and the 1SG for making B Company what it is; an outstanding transportation company.  

Please check out the 1AD homepage; www.1ad.army.mil to see and read about our operations.  

Bandits never quit!
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Palace near the LRP


B102 5 Ton Gun Truck at BIAP
CH-47s flying over BIAP
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